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rOEM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  give  to  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  created 
by  chapter  352  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts for  the  year  1891,  the  sum  of  

 dollars . 


Societies  and  individuals  interested  in  Massachusetts  his- 
tory, natural  history,  scenery,  and  town  and  country  im- 
provement, are  invited  to  contribute  to  the  working  funds 
of  this  Board.  The  treasurer  is  George  Wigglesworth,  53 
State  Street,  Boston.  The  secretary  is  John  Woodbury,  14 
Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
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mo. 


Charles  W.  Eliot,  President,  Cambridge. 
George  Sheldon,  Vice-President,  Deerfield. 


STANDING  COMMITTEE, 


Henry  P.  Walcott,  Chairman,  Cambridge. 
Charles  S.  Sargent,  Brookline. 
Nathaniel  T.  Kidder,  Milton. 
Charles  S.  Rackemann,  Milton. 
Edward  W.  Forbes,  Milton. 

George  Wiggles  worth,  Treasurer,  53  State  Street,  Boston. 
John  Woodbury,  Secretary,  14  Beacon  Street,  Boston. 


John  S.  Ames,  North  Easton. 
Charles  F.  Adams,  Lincoln. 
J.  F.  A.  Adams,  Pittsfield. 
Oakes  Ames,  North  Eaaton. 
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Francis  H.  Appleton,  Boston. 
E.  PiBRSON  Beebb,  Falmouth. 
William  Brewster,  Cambridge. 
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Charles  R.  Codman,  Cotuit. 
*Deloraine  p.  Corey,  Maiden. 
WiNTHROP  Murray  Crane,  Dalton. 
George  B.  Dorr,  Boston. 
Arthur  F.  Estabrook,  Boston. 


Desmond  FitzGerald,  Brookline. 
Charles  H.  W.  Foster,  Brookline. 
Sidney  F.  Haskell,  Gloucester. 
Augustus  Hemenway,  Canton. 
Henry  M.  Lovering,  Taunton. 
Arthur  Lyman,  Waltham. 
George  C.  Mann,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Charles  Sedgwick  Minot,  Milton. 
♦Robert  Sedgwick  Minot,  Dover. 
Robert  O.  Morris,  Springfield. 
Daniel  H.  Newton,  Holyoke. 
James  H.  Newton,  Holyoke. 
Frederick  L.  Olmsted,  Jr.,  Brookline. 
Henry  L.  Parker,  Worcester. 
William  Taggard  Piper,  Cambridge. 
John  Robinson,  Salem. 
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Allan  T.  Tbeadway,  Boston. 
George  H.  Tucker,  Pittsfield. 
*WiLLiAM  Whiting,  Hoi  yoke. 
Moses  Williams,  Brookline. 


Frank  H.  Wright,  Great  Barrington. 
Walter  C.  Wright,  Medford. 
Chas.  G.  Washburn,  Worcester. 


FOUNDERS. 


Miss  Helen  C.  Butler,  New  York. 

Miss  Ellen  Chase,  Brookline. 
*Mrs.  Mary  F.  Cunningham,  Milton. 
*Joseph  Story  Fay,  Falmouth. 
•John  M.  Forbes,  Milton. 
*Mra.  John  M.  Forbes,  Milton. 

Mrs.  Edith  E.  Forbes,  Milton. 

Edward  W.  Forbes,  Milton. 

Miss  Edith  Forbes,  Milton. 
*J.  Malcolm  Forbes,  Milton. 
•Joseph  S.  Glover,  Boston. 


Augustus  Hemenway,  Canton. 
•William  Minot,  Boston. 

Charles  Sedgwick  Minot,  Milton. 
•Robert  Sedgwick  Minot,  Manchester. 

Laurence  Minot,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Martha  W.  Nash,  Boston. 
•George  R.  R.  Rivers,  Milton. 

Miss  Mary  Rivers,  Milton. 
•Mrs.  Fanny  Foster  Tudor,  Boston. 

George  Wigglesworth,  Milton. 
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DwiGHT  Andrews,  Shefl&eld. 
Mrs.  Harrison  O.  Apthorp,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Anna  E.  Barnard,  Sheffield. 
Henry  Brooks,  Concord. 
Peter  C.  Brooks,  Boston. 
Shepherd  Brooks,  Boston. 
J.  Henry  Brooks,  Milton. 
Joseph  Brewer,  Milton. 
Edward  M.  Brewer,  Milton. 
Miss  Brewer,  Milton. 
John  C.  Cobb,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Louis  Cabot,  Brookline. 
Miss  C.  H.  Cabot,  Brookline. 
Mrs.  Edward  M.  Cary,  Milton. 
Miss  Hester  Cunningham,  Milton. 
Miss  Mary  E.  Dewey,  Boston. 
Arthur  F.  Estabrook,  Boston. 
W.  E.  C.  EusTis,  Milton. 


Mrs.  Rose  D.  Forbes,  Milton. 

J.  Murray  Forbes,  Milton. 

W.  Cameron  Forbes,  Westwood. 

Miss  C.  F.  Forbes,  Milton. 

Ralph  E.  Forbes,  Milton. 

Samuel  Gannett,  Milton. 

H.  C.  Gallagher,  Milton. 

Mrs.  Griffith,  Milton. 

Miss  M.  C.  Jackson,  Boston. 

Miss  Helen  L.  Jaques,  Milton. 

Mrs.  Francis  Jaoues,  Milton. 

Miss  Amelia  H.  Jones,  New  Bedford. 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Jones,  New  Bedford. 

Nathaniel  T.  Kidder,  Milton. 

William  C.  Loring,  Boston. 

William  J.  Ladd,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Henry  Lee,  Brookline. 

H.  A.  Lamb,  Milton. 


•  Deceased. 
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Francis  T.  Owen,  Great  Barrington. 
Mrs.  John  C.  Phillips,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Oliver  W.  Peabodt,  Milton. 
Wallace  L.  Pierce,  Milton. 
Charles  S.  Rackemann,  Milton. 
James  Savage  Russell,  Milton. 
Miss  Laura  D.  Russell,  Plymouth. 


Miss  Marion  Russell,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Henry  S.  Russell,  Milton. 
Charles  S.  Sargent,  Brookline. 
Nathaniel  H.  Stone,  Milton. 
John  E.  Thayer,  South  Lancaster. 
Ellerton  p.  Whitney,  Milton. 


OFFICERS,  im-im. 


President. 

George  F.  Hoar,   1891-1904 

Charles  W.  Eliot   190&-1910 

Vice-PfcsidenU 

William  S.  Shurtleff   1891-1895 

George  Sheldon   1896-1910 

Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee* 

Philip  A.  Chase   1891-1893 

Charles  Eliot,   1894-1897 

Philip  A.  Chase   1897-1903 

Henry  P.  Walcott   1903-1910 

Treasurer. 

George  Wigglesworth,   1891-1910 

Secretary. 

Charles  Eliot,   1891-1893 

Henry  R.  Shaw   1894 

John  Woodbury   1894-1910 


LANDS  HELD  BY  THE  TRUSTEES,  DEC  3J,  J9J0. 


Virginia  Wood,  .... 

Goodwill  Park  

Rocky  Narrows, 

Mount  Ann  Park, 

Governor  Hutchinson's  Field,  . 

Monument  Mountain  Reservation, 

The  Pine  Knoll, 

Petticoat  Hill  


ACRES. 
20 

88 
21 
50 
10 

260 
6 
50 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION^ 


Chapter  352,  Acts  of  1891. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clark,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Russell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shnrtleff,  George 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Section  3.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this 
Commonwealth  is  now  exempt  by  law;  but  no  lands  so  acquired 
and  held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from 
taxation  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation 
shall  never  make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property 
or  income  among  its  members. 

Section  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC 
RESERVATIONS* 


ARTICLE  L 
Op  Membees. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may,  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting  shall,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his 
election,  be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation. 
Membership  may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shall  be 
terminated  by  failure  for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting;  but  in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee 
may  by  vote  suspend  the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 

ARTICLE  IL 
Of  Founders,  Life  Associates  and  Contributors. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from 
whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  dur- 
ing life  as  Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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ARTICLE  III. 
Of  Meetings. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the" 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in  lieu 
of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the 
Standing  Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum 
at  a  special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon 
as  a  quorum  is  present ;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

First.  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second.  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year 
ending  with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Third.  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a 
written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  pre- 
vious 31st  of  December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  cor- 
poration of  that  date. 

Fourth.  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  ap- 
pointed during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed 
changes  in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon  as  pro- 
vided in  Article  VII. 
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Seventh.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any 
nominations  to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall 
be  held  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth.  —  An  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held,  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth.  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE  IV. 
Op  Officers. 

1.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-officiis  members  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers 
and  the  Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or 
at  a  meeting  in  lieu  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ; 
and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are 
duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring 
in  any  of  the  above  offices  from  death,  resignation  or  inability, 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular 
meeting  or  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose 
before  such  regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and 
shall  have  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the 
President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members 
thereof.  He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corpo- 
ration not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  corre- 
spondence is  of  importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent 
and  the  original  letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  rec- 
ords to  his  successor  in  office.   He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of 


12 


PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 


all  meetings  of  the  corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
with  the  names  of  the  members  present,  entering  in  full  all 
reports  of  committees,  which  may  be  accepted,  by  either  body, 
unless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faith- 
ful account  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
connected  with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make 
no  investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval 
of  a  majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  officer 
or  committee  as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act 
for  it  in  these  matters.  At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  his 
report  is  approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  corporation. 

ARTICLE  Y. 

Of  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote.  The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  mem- 
bers. The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nom- 
inate new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  invest- 
ments or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve 
or  disapprove  all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub- 
committees of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents, 
may  engage  whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  corporation,  may  designate  such  agents  and  em- 
ployees by  such  titles  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general, 
may  exercise  all  the  executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 
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ARTICLE  YL 
Or  THE  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circular,  flat-faced  die  of  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion, the  year  of  its  organization,  the  word  Massachusetts  ^'  and 
the  figure  of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be 
embossed  on  paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE    VI L 
Of  Amej^dments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended, 
altered  or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present 
and  voting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall 
have  been  given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 


14 


PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Trustees  of  Public  Reservations. 


The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Puhlic  Reser- 
vations submits  herewith  its  twentieth  annual  report. 

Virginia  Wood,  in  Stoneham,  now  a  part  of  the  Middlesex 
Eells  Reservation,  is  cared  for  by  the  Metropolitan  Park 
Commission.  Aside  from  the  general  care  of  the  Wood,  the 
moth  work  and  general  cleaning  up,  no  new  work  has  been 
done  in  this  portion  of  the  reservation  during  the  year.  The 
paths  and  walks  have  been  kept  in  repair,  and  Virginia 
Wood  has  been  visited  by  a  large  number  of  persons.  The 
moth  conditions  are  improving  from  year  to  year,  and  no 
damage  whatever  was  done  to  the  foliage  during  the  past 
year.  Rough  creosote  work  was  done  and  the  whole  of  the 
tree  growth  thoroughly  sprayed  with  arsenate  of  lead.  The 
condition  of  the  tree  growth  is  excellent,  and  the  small  pines 
along  Woodland  Road,  where  thinning  was  done  some  years 
ago,  are  making  an  especially  fine  growth. 

Goodwill  Park,  at  Ealmouth,  has  been  administered  as 
usual  by  a  local  committee,  and  the  funds  for  the  purpose 
were  furnished,  as  heretofore,  from  an  appropriation  made 
by  the  town.  The  fence  bounding  the  Park  along  the  high- 
ways on  the  east  and  west  has  been  completed  this  year  and 
is  now  in  good  condition.  The  work  of  cleaning  out  the 
underbrush  has  been  continued,  and  the  roads  and  picnic 
grounds  have  been  kept  in  fine  condition.  The  large  spread- 
ing oak  tree  was  seriously  damaged  by  a  storm  in  August, 
but  fortunately  a  good  photograph,  which  was  reproduced  in 
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last  year's  report,  shows  it  as  it  was  before  the  injury  was 
done.  Complaint  was  made  by  a  citizen  of  Falmouth  to  the 
water  board  that  a  child  had  been  seen  sitting  on  the  boat 
landing  and  dipping  its  feet  in  Long  Pond,  the  source  of  the 
local  water  supply,  and  at  the  request  of  that  Board  it  was 
decided  to  remove  the  landing  next  spring  to  Crew's  Pond, 
a  small "  pond  almost  surrounded  by  the  Park,  and  a  path 
to  the  water  and  a  new  picnic  ground  was  roughly  cleared  in 
preparation  for  the  change. 

Rocky  l^arrows  is  a  beautiful  and  extremely  picturesque 
spot  on  the  Charles  River  in  Sherborn,  just  where  the  bound- 
ary lines  of  that  town  meet  the  boundaries  of  Dover  and  Med- 
iield.  It  is  difficult  of  access  except  from  the  river,  but  has 
long  been  a  favorite  resort  of  canoeists.  For  a  number  of 
years  the  few  simple  rules  were  observed  by  visitors  and  the 
slight  conveniences  provided  for  campers  and  picnickers  were 
properly  used.  In  the  past  two  years,  however,  some  acts  of 
vandalism  have  been  committed,  and  the  privilege  of  camp- 
ing in  some  cases  has  been  abused.  It  is  apparently  necessary 
for  your  committee,  before  the  next  boating  season,  to  adopt 
some  stringent  rules  and  to  provide  for  more  continuous 
oversight  of  this  reservation. 

Mount  Ann  Park,  in  Gloucester,  is  still  maintained  ac- 
cording to  the  wishes  of  those  who  gave  it  to  the  public  as 
a  "  wild  park."  Your  committee,  however,  does  not  under- 
stand this  to  preclude  making  it  more  accessible  and  usable 
by  the  building  of  some  additional  paths  and  roads  and  the 
improving  of  those  already  in  use.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  a  road  from  Forest  Lane  to  Mount  Ann,  and  another 
to  connect  with  the  road  recently  built  between  Essex  Avenue 
and  Magnolia,  are  desirable,  and  should  funds  become  avail- 
able for  such  work  they  would  have  careful  consideration. 
The  most  needed  improvement,  however,  has  often  been 
spoken  of,  namely,  an  observatory  of  appropriate  character 
on  the  summit  of  Mount  Ann.  A  recent  suggestion  has  been 
made  that  such  a  viewpoint  would  have  a  utilitarian  value 
as  a  watch  tower,  whence,  in  dangerous  seasons,  a  watch 
might  be  maintained  to  observe  the  beginning  of  wood  fires 
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and  to  sound  a  timely  alarm.  The  result  would  be  to  check 
the  spreading  of  such  fires  over  wide  areas,  and  the  con- 
sequent destruction  of  valuable  woodland,  which  has  become 
too  common  in  this  State.  Your  committee  for  the  coming 
year  will  probably  find  it  desirable  to  give  all  of  these  sugges- 
tions careful  consideration. 

Governor  Hutchinson  Eield  has  suffered  from  drought,  but 
probably  not  so  much  that  it  will  not  respond  to  the  influence 
of  a  rainy  season.  It  is,  however,  desirable  to  manure  the 
ground,  especially  near  the  street,  where  the  elm  trees  are 
becoming  weak  for  want  of  proper  nourishment.  The  wall 
on  the  street  is  gradually  falling  to  pieces,  and  if  it  is  to  re- 
main should  be  repaired  at  once.  Gypsy  moths  have  increased 
along  the  foot  of  the  field,  and  as  it  was  some  time  since 
that  section  had  had  a  thorough  going  over,  the  young  trees 
were  thinned.  Such  weedy  growths  as  gray  birches  and  wild 
cherries  were  removed  entirely.  The  use  of  the  Field  by  the 
public  remains  about  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  At  the 
time  of  the  aviation  meet  at  Squantum,  however,  it  proved 
to  be  a  favorable  spot  for  viewing  the  maneuvers  of  the  flying 
machines. 

Monument  Mountain,  in  Great  Barrington,  which  is  a 
forested  reservation,  has  been  several  times  threatened  with 
fire  since  it  has  been  in  the  care  of  this  Board.  In  our  last 
report  account  was  given  of  the  active  and  successful  fight 
which  had  been  made  that  spring  to  exclude  a  forest  fire 
froni  its  boundaries.  This  year  we  have  been  less  fortunate. 
During  the  early  summer  a  fire,  starting  from  some  unknown 
cause  within  the  limits  of  the  reservation,  burned  over  several 
acres  near  the  top  of  the  mountain.  It  will  be  necessary, 
both  for  the  sake  of  appearance  and  also  as  a  protection 
against  fires  in  the  future,  which  spread  more  rapidly  through 
the  debris  of  a  burned  region,  to  remove  the  partially  burned 
and  dead  wood,  and  it  may  be  found  desirable  in  some  sec- 
tions to  do  thinning,  both  to  render  it  easier  to  fight  this 
always  pending  danger  and  at  the  same  time  to  strengthen 
the  better  tree  growth.  It  is  the  opinion,  however,  of  your 
present  committee  that  such  work  should  be  done  only  under 
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the  direction  of  a  competent  adviser.  A  portion  of  this  reser- 
vation is  subject  to  a  life  estate,  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
life  tenant  some  gravel  has  been  taken  from  the  reservation 
for  road  repairs  by  the  town.  The  claim  of  the  trustees  made 
through  your  committee  that  this  material  was  in  some  part 
their  property  has  been  recognized  by  the  town,  and  payment 
will  be  made  to  the  trustees  therefor. 

The  Pine  Knoll,  in  Sheffield,  has  only  required  the  usual 
care  during  the  year  and  has  been  kept  in  good  condition. 
Its  use  is  largely  local,  and  it  is  especially  frequented  by  the 
school  children  of  the  village. 

At  Petticoat  Hill,  in  Williamsburg,  the  path  to  the  summit 
was  quite  badly  washed  during  the  winter,  but  has  been  put 
in  good  repair  again.  There  were  a  large  number  of  visitors 
during  the  summer,  and  the  drinking  place,  which  was  piped 
down  from  the  spring  above  to  a  point  near  the  entrance  to 
the  summit  path,  proved  to  be  a  great  convenience.  At  the 
end  of  the  very  dry  season  the  spring  failed,  but  this  is  not 
likely  to  occur  under  ordinary  conditions.  So  many  lunch 
boxes  and  papers  are  left  about  that  it  is  proposed  to  place 
rubbish  barrels  in  convenient  locations  next  spring  in  the 
hope  that  picnickers  will  co-operate  in  keeping  the  place  neat 
and  attractive. 

^^0  additions  to  the  holdings  of  the  trustees  have  been  made 
the  past  year.  Under  the  will  of  the  late  Amor  L.  Hollings- 
worth  a  conditional  gift  w^as  made  for  park  purposes  of  a 
tract  of  land  in  Milton,  lying  between  Brush  Hill  Road  and 
Blue  Hill  Avenue,  and  adjacent  to  the  former  residence  of 
Mr.  Hollingsworth.  By  the  term  of  the  will  the  land  was 
first  to  be  offered  to  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  of 
Boston,  and,  in  case  of  their  failure  to  accept  it,  it  was  next 
to  be  offered  to  this  Board,  and  in  case  of  its  acceptance  the 
will  provided  a  fund  of  $3,000,  the  income  of  which  would 
be  available  for  its  maintenance.  The  Metropolitan  Park 
Commission  having  declined  the  gift,  it  became  the  duty  of 
your  Standing  Committee  to  consider  the  question  of  its 
acceptance.  The  land  is  in  a  wholly  undeveloped  condition 
and  though  wooded  has  few  trees  of  especial  distinction; 
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althougli  it  has  some  attractive  spots  within  its  boundaries 
it  has  no  distinctive  features  of  sylvan  beauty  which  would 
differentiate  it  from  any  other  tract  of  woodland  in  this 
vicinity.  The  proximity  of  the  large  and  interesting  Blue 
Hills  Reservation  of  the  metropolitan  park  system,  a  large 
portion  of  which  is  in  Milton;  the  existence  of  other  large 
park  areas  in  this  part  of  the  metropolitan  district,  such  as 
Stony  Brook  Reservation  and  Eranklin  Park;  and  the  fact 
that  the  town  of  Milton  has  already  established  within  its 
borders  a  number  of  local  parks,  led  your  committee  to  be- 
lieve that  there  was  no  sufficient  reason  to  justify  its  accept- 
ance  of  this  land  to  be  forever  maintained  as  a  wild  bit  of 
park  land.  To  develop  this  land  into  a  finished  park  or 
adapt  it  to  playground  purposes  would  require  a  large  ex- 
penditure for  construction  and  a  considerable  amount  an- 
nually for  proper  maintenance :  much  more,  of  course,  than 
would  be  available  from  the  proposed  fund  for  that  purpose. 
The  town  of  Milton  already  has,  through  the  generosity  of 
Mr.  Hollingsworth  in  his  lifetime,  a  small  park  quite  near 
the  land  in  question,  and  sufficiently  large  for  what  appears 
to  be  the  future  needs  of  this  section  of  Milton.  After  care- 
ful consideration  of  the  whole  matter  it  seemed  best  to  your 
committee  to  decline  the  gift,  which  it  did  with  regret  as  it 
recognized  the  public  spirit  and  good  intention  of  the  testator. 

Record  should  be  made  of  the  death  during  the  past  year 
of  three  members  of  the  corporation;  Deloraine  P.  Corey  of 
Maiden  had  been  a  member  of  the  trustees  from  its  inception. 
He  was  a  most  constant  attendant  at  its  meetings,  was  in- 
terested in  all  its  activities  and  had  served  on  its  committees 
from  time  to  time.  Robert  Sedwick  Minot  of  Dover  had 
been  a  member  of  the  trustees  for  a  number  of  years.  It  was 
principally  through  his  interest  that  Mount  Anne  Park,  in 
Gloucester,  was  acquired  by  him  and  his  brothers  and  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  to  be  maintained  as  a  wild  park 
in  memory  of  their  brother  Henry  Davis  Minot,  the  well- 
known  ornithologist  and  naturalist.  He  was  also  of  assist- 
ance to  the  Board  in  serving  as  the  local  committee  in  the 
care  of  Rocky  ^^arrows  on  the  Charles  River,  not  far  from 
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his  home  in  Dover.  William  Whiting  of  Holyoke  was  one 
of  the  oldest  members  of  the  corporation,  and  although  of  late 
years  he  was  unable  to  take  part  in  the  activities  of  the  cor- 
poration, he  gave  to  it  the  support  of  his  name  and  interest. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  P.  WALCOTT,  Gliairman, 
CHARLES  S.  SARGENT, 
NATHANIEL  T.  KIDDER, 
CHARLES  S.  RACKEMANN, 
EDWARD  W.  FORBES, 
GEORGE  WIGGLESWORTH,  Treasurer, 
JOHN  WOODBURY,  Secretary, 

Standing  Committee, 

Jan.  25,  1911. 
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